Jay McLaughtlin is formally
recognized as a Million Dollar
Rider, while WR This Cats Smart
and Gallo Del Cielo join the
Million Dollar Sire ranks.

By Stephanie Duguette

he Snaffle Bit Futurity is the
annual showcase for the reined
cow horse industry’s best and
brightest, and a fitting place to
shine the spotlight on the latest
members of the National Reined Cow
Horse Association Million Dollar Club.
During a special ceremony before
the Snaffle Bit Futurity Open Finals on
Saturday, October 1, the newest NRCHA
Millionaires were recognized before a
packed house at the Reno Livestock
Events Center and awarded a special
Carol Owens bronze trophy in honor of
their seven-figure earnings milestone.

JAY MCLAUGHLIN

Born in 1974, into a Missouri fam-
ily where horses were a primary focus,
McLaughlin was competitive from the
beginning. His father, Mike, was a ver-
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Jay McLaughlin receives the special Million Dollar Rider bronze trophy, presented by NRCHA Executive Director Jay

Winborn, and the bronze artist, Carol Owens.

satile professional horse trainer who
prepared Quarter Horses for many disci-
plines, including reining, pleasure, halter,
Western riding, horsemanship, trail, bar-
rels, poles, and more. His mother, Julann,
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built a successful 4-H program from the
ground up, and operated it for decades.
McLaughlin credits her for instilling his
strong foundation as a rider and competi-
tor.



SITVHON ONIEd

NRCHA Executive Director Jay Winborn presents the WR This Cats Smart Million Dollar Sire award to Wagonhound Land &
Livestock General Manager Dustin Ewing and Wagonhound Land & Livestock owners Catherine and Art Nicholas.

spring among the horses competing for
the NRCHA'’s top prize.

Other top cow horses by WR This
Cats Smart include Sinful Cat (x Sinful
Playgirl x Freckles Playboy), a 2008
stallion and earner of $102,258; Shine
Smarter (x Shiney Tari x Shining Spark),
a 2012 mare who has earned $86,550; TF
The Gus Man (x Classy Remedy x Tangys
Classy Peppy), a 2008 gelding who has
earned $83,748; Halo Cat (x Stylin Jewel
x Docs Stylish Oak), with $76,729 in
NRCHA earnings; and Camilla The Cat
(x Bit Of Starlight x Grays Starlight), an
earner of $73,860.

MILLION DOLLAR SIRE:
GALLO DEL CIELO

The other new NRCHA Million Dollar
Sire, Gallo Del Cielo (Peppy San Badger
x Doc Starlight x Doc Bar), also known
as “Rooster,” died following an August
20, 2015 accident, but he left an indel-
ible impact on the entire Western perfor-
mance horse industry. One of his most
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recent accolades is Million Dollar Sire
status in the National Reined Cow Horse
Association.

Foaled in 1989, the bay stallion was
bred by Harold “Spook” Stream III,
Lake Charles, Louisiana, and owned
by the Polo Ranch Stallions, Marietta,
Oklahoma.
brief. He competed only as a 4-year-old

His own show career was

year, winning $28,438 in National Cutting
Horse Association money.

Rooster’s defining role would be as a
sire, and his foals achieved greatness in
multiple arenas. Though Rooster was
trained as a cutting horse, his offspring
demonstrated particular flair for the
reining maneuvers, making Rooster a
$3 Million Sire in the National Reining
Horse Association. His more than 500
performing foals have earned more than
$5.8 million across all disciplines.

Rooster babies do more than spin and
slide; they also have risen to the top
in the multitasking reined cow horse
arena. In the NRCHA, 112 Rooster foals
shared in their sire’s Million Dollar Sire
achievement, with combined earnings of
$1,010,778.

The top reined cow horse by Rooster is
Roo Star (x Anna Paulena x Doc O’Lena),
a 1999 stallion with $79,354 in NRCHA
money. He is followed on the earnings list
by Son Shining Rooster (x Shining Zanzee
x Shining Spark), a 2005 stallion who has
won $62,231; Roosters Chicaroo (x Meerly
Chic Olena x Smart Chic Olena), a 1996
mare with $60,150; Sheza Roo (x Sheza
Shinette x Shining Spark), with $57,641;
and Roosters Rozalena (x Rosezana Lena
x Doc O’Lena), with $47,805. il
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NRCHA Million Dollar Sire
Gallo Del Cielo.



